Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.043; wR factor = 0.124; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.2.
In the mononuclear centrosymmetric title compound, [Ni(C 14 H 11 ClNO) 2 ], the Ni II atom, lying on a center of symmetry, is four-coordinated by two O atoms and two N atoms from two Schiff base ligands, forming a slightly distorted square-planar environment. The dihedral angle between the two aromatic rings of the ligand is 72.0 (2) . No significant hydrogen bonding or -stacking interactions are observed.
Related literature
For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987) . For related literature, see: Christensen et al. (1997) ; Costes et al. (2005) ; Hu et al. (2005) ; Liu et al. (2006) ; Wallis & Cummings (1974) ; Yu (2006) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 14 (Hu et al., 2005) . Owing to the nickel complexes derived from Schiff base ligands possess interesting structures and wide applications (Costes et al., 2005; Wallis & Cummings, 1974; Christensen et al., 1997; Liu et al., 2006 were dissolved in methanol (10 ml). The mixture was stirred for 30 min at room temperature to give a clear brown solution.
After allowing the resulting solution to stand in air for 11 d, brown block-shaped crystals of compound (I) were formed on slow evaporation of the solvent. The crystals were collected, washed with methanol and dried in a vacuum desiccator using anhydrous CaCl 2 (yield 54%). Analysis found: C 61.30, H 4.0%; calculated for Ni(C 14 H 11 Cl O ) 2 : C 61.34, H 4.01%.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C-H distances in the range 0.93-0.97 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. H atoms have been omitted for clarity. Unlabelled atoms are related to other labelled atoms by the symmetry operation (-x, 1 -y, -z). 
